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T H E  P R O B L E M

Cancer demand is rising. The workforce isn't keeping up.

Australia has released its national cancer plan (The Australian 

Cancer Plan), prioritising a capable, future-focused cancer 

workforce.

Yet the cancer nurse practitioner (NP) role, proven 

internationally, remains underdeveloped in the Australian 

system, despite over 1 million cancer survivors and rapidly 

growing demand.

Nurse-led models of cancer care deliver cost 

efficiencies, improve patients' quality of life, and 

leverage the full capabilities of the MDT.

Chan et al., 2018

>1M
Cancer survivors

in Australia 1

62
Cancer NPs nationally2

2,200
Total endorsed NPs

(all fields)3

1. AIHW (Australian Institute of Health and Welfare) (2024) Cancer.
2. CNSA Workforce Survey (2025)
3. Ahpra (2023), NP snapshot

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-health/cancer


W O R K F O R C E  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

Australia has fewer endorsed NPs than other comparable health systems.

USA

385,000
!""#$%&'$"(()(((*

licensed nurse practitioners

Canada

10,000
!++$%&'$"(()(((*

nurse practitioners

New Zealand

800
!",$%&'$"(()(((*

nurse practitioners

Australia

2,200
!"($%&'$"(()(((*

all endorsed NPs (42 in cancer)

Nursing Council of New Zealand 
Quarterly Data Report, (2024)Black (2023) AANP News Ahpra (2023), NP snapshot

Canadian Institute for Health 
Information, (2024)
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H O W  W E  D I D  T H E  R E V I E W

An integrative systematic review.
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W H A T  T H E  L I T E R A T U R E  S H O W S

A small but consistent evidence base -- and significant geographic gaps.
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O U T C O M E S  - -  O N C O L O G I C A L  E M E R G E N C I E S

NP-led rapid review reduces ED presentations and shortens time to care.
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O U T C O M E S  - -  S C R E E N I N G  &  D I A G N O S T I C S

Procedural outcomes comparable to medically led care.
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O U T C O M E S  - -  S U R V I V O R S H I P  C A R E

The role works -- the system doesn't support it.

NP-initiated treatment summaries and care plans are core global practice -- but in Australia they consumed enormous time, 

largely chasing records across fragmented systems with zero administrative support.
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I felt like a special person and 

not just another patient being 

pushed through the motions... 

Very caring nature, much 

more gentle than procedures 

I've had in the past.
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W H A T  N E E D S  T O  C H A N G E

Four enablers to let cancer NPs work at full scope.
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I M P L I C A T I O N S  F O R  P R A C T I C E  &  R E S E A R C H

Where this evidence needs to go next.
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The evidence base is small; the signal is consistent. We need to 

keep adding to the literature!   

Thank you! 
carla.thamm@flinders.edu.au 


