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THE PROBLEM

Cancer demand is rising. The workforce isn't keeping up.

Australia has released its national cancer plan (The Australian

Cancer Plan), prioritising a capable, future-focused cancer
workforce Nurse-led models of cancer care deliver cost

efficiencies, improve patients' quality of life, and

leverage the full capabilities of the MDT.

Yet the cancer nurse practitioner (NP) role, proven

internationally, remains underdeveloped in the Australian

system, despite over 1 million cancer survivors and rapidly

growing demand.
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https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-health/cancer

WORKFORCE BY THE NUMBERS

Australia has fewer endorsed NPs than other comparable health systems.
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FUNDING POLITICS GOVERNANCE
(o] =

ABACS$'(6(191-('$/5,9$8DEF&$%$D!D$

I'H$YS&" #S () $+,-.($/)($(01$28$'3,41$ D+9)(()-<$5)<0(H$56+),*,<I$51J;1'(HS
+1'35):1+$281+$9,+1*$6'$

/$4563()317$81'(5)3(1+$51)9::5'191-($ 91+)36*$315()/)36(1'H$/,59;*65)1'$6-+$
G/56<91-(1+GH$GH}+GH$6-+$

6-+$451'35):)-<$5)<0('$96=1$2&$3651$ 6+9)-$':44,5($?2651$:1$194* 115%
G6-,(015$*64%)-$(01$/6368;6<1$

-6//,5+6:*1$>9?21-$@0151$3%)-)36*$ *167?)-<$2&'$;-6:*15(,$@,5=$6($/;*$
*)-=1+3$(,$-;5'1%:;5-,;($6-+$

'3,41$)'$6445,45)6(17 '3,417

4'130,*,<)36*$06597

Paterson et al., (2025)




"HS%& () Yo+ (#,$-$-.&*(%(/*)%6*0-)$%0-&%6$"
1')$(#1-H&Yo,#&.*(Y #(*%0)* SAE3%64"#$%%

'$,.5%)%"#6*%6$"* 7%-+(.3',*38

Flinders

UanGrSlty Caring Futures Institute



HOW WE DID THE REVIEW

An integrative systematic review.
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WHAT THE LITERATURE SHOWS

A small but consistent evidence base -- and significant geographic gaps.
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OUTCOMES -- ONCOLOGICAL EMERGENCIES

NP-led rapid review reduces ED presentations and shortens time to care.

I"HSY6& () *+4+

#,-)*+.)0)1$23&()*+*+

#,-)+

-24% 5 min <30 min 70%+
QR$451'1-(6(),- 11+)6-$@6)($()91 11+)6-$3,-';*( Q4)',+1'$96-6<1+
,215$S$1165'$TDENU (,$28$564)+$51?)1@ +:56(),-$TVWX$36'1'U )-+141-+1-(*1$:1$2&

"HB968! () +*+)0)#,)*+./

&6()1-6814,5(1+$QY415)1-31$!16':51'$'0, @1+$3,-')'(1-(*1$0)<0$'6() /63(),-$ @) (0$28$3651$635,"$6**$)-3*+1+$'(;+)1'7
2,$)-3%+1+$'(;+1$415/,591+$6%/,596*$13,-,9)3$176*;6 (3 B$3*165$1?)+1-31$<64%$<)71-$':(6-()6*$)94%) 1+$3,($'6?)-<'$/5,9$
6?,)+1+$QR$451'1-(6(),-'7

.
Flinders >

Univel‘Sity Caring Futures Institute



OUTCOMES -- SCREENING & DIAGNOSTICS

Procedural outcomes comparable to medically led care.
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OUTCOMES -- SURVIVORSHIP CARE

The role works -- the system doesn't support it.

NP-initiated treatment summaries and care plans are core global practice -- but in Australia they consumed enormous time,

largely chasing records across fragmented systems with zero administrative support.
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WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE

Four enablers to let cancer NPs work at full scope.
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IMPLICATIONS FOR PRACTICE & RESEARCH

Where this evidence needs to go next.
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The evidence base is small; the signal is consistent. We need to

keep adding to the literature!
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