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Contribution of Cancer Nurses
CNSA Position Statement
• Cancer nurses play a critical role across the cancer care continuum
• Scope of practice continues to expand with increasing treatment 

complexity
• Central to delivering safe, evidence-based, person-centred care
• Leadership in education, coordination, and supportive care
• This project reflects CNSA’s vision for capability building and improved 

outcomes

Elevate Cancer Nursing:• Innovate• Integrate• Educate• Advocate

Reference | Contribution of Cancer Nurses to Improve Outcomes for Individuals Impacted by Cancer CNSA Position Statement | © Cancer Nurses 
Society of Australia 2024



Background: Changing Landscape of Melanoma Care and 
Why this Matters



The Adrenal Insufficiency & Immunotherapy Patient 
Journey



What We Heard From Patients



The Gap in 
Current 
Practice

No unified clinical framework for 
immunotherapy-induced adrenal insufficiency

Patients report inconsistent information and 
support

Nurses often feel under-prepared to recognise 
and manage symptoms

Fragmented care across oncology, 
endocrinology, and primary care



Why Multidisciplinary Collaboration is Essential

Different specialties hold different pieces of 
the puzzle

Develop a coordinated, multidisciplinary 
approach to:

• Improve early recognition of adrenal 
insufficiency

• Strengthen nursing confidence and 
capability

• Enhance patient support and education
• Integrate lived experience into clinical 

practice



Establishing the Working Group
Collaboration between:

• Australian Addison’s Disease Association
• Endocrine Nurses Society of Australasia
• Melanoma Patients Australia

Structured forum for:
• Shared learning
• Co-design of resources
• Nurse education
• Collective problem-solving



Method: Multidisciplinary Co-Design

• Regular meetings to identify gaps and priorities
• Review of patient experiences and clinical challenges
• Mapping of current care pathways
• Development of shared educational goals
• Integration of endocrinology and oncology perspectives



Key Outputs



Nursing Education and Capability Building 



Impact to Date 

Improved 
cross-disciplinary 
communication

More consistent patient 
messaging

Increased awareness of 
adrenal insufficiency among 
melanoma nurses

Stronger integration 
between clinical and 
advocacy groups





Future Directions and Opportunities

• Potential for dedicated endocrine nurse support
• Build a sustainable model for ongoing collaboration
• Potential for national guidelines
• Potential for international collaboration
• Encouragement to adopt resources
• Importance of early recognition
• Shared responsibility for patient safety



Conclusion

• Immunotherapy-induced adrenal insufficiency requires 
coordinated, multidisciplinary care.
• Nurses play a central role in early recognition, education, and 

ongoing support.
• This Working Group demonstrates the value of integrating 

clinical expertise with patient advocacy.
• The initiative is improving confidence, consistency, and 

patient outcomes. We invites broader engagement from the 
endocrine and oncology communities.



• Emma Zurawel: emma.zurawel@melanomapatients.org.au
• Sarah Fostekew: sarah.fostekew@tewhatuora.govt.nz
• Tania Yarndley: tania.yarndley@tewhatuora.govt.nz
• Bronwyn Monro: bronwyn@addisons.org.au

Connect


